
CURRICULUM MEETING NOVEMBER 19, 2014 

IN ATTENDANCE:  L. Stolls, N. Reyman, L. Kreisman, L. Frankel, L. Eisenberg,  M. Gates, K. Panaghi,  S. 

Braverman, D. Nus, J. Bisso, B. Terry, I. Vilensky, S. Chinnappala 

1-Minutes of the October meeting were accepted as read. (Motion by Lesley Frankel, second by Shari 

Braverman, passed unanimously.) 

2-Curriculum Office update by Dr. Bisso: 

 Tri-State Consortium, Speaker Posi Sahlberg, Comparing US education to Finland? 

In NY fair funding of schools is always a problem.  Finland closed all private schools.  In HW we pay 

attention to well being and health, have social workers and psychologists.  Finland has inclusive special 

education (about 33% of the children), don't need a classification to get extra assistance.  HW has 12-

13% special education students.  Finland values the arts like HW.  US is much more diverse than Finland.  

Americans are known for innovation even though may not be the best standardized test takers.  Can't 

copy Finland but can learn from Finland. 

 Teacher Workshops on Election Day 

Follow up teacher training in workshop format.  Discussed tools for critical thinking and creativity.  

Examples: using "iceberg" idea, looking for things beneath the surface and connections (used in 

Mesopotamia unit in 6th grade) and graphing giraffe's change in confidence and attitude over time in 

Giraffes Can't Dance (3rd grade)). 

 Common Core 

Goal of the common core is to get children to be discriminating thinkers.  Look at different perspectives 

and stories from different points of view.  Questioning what the truth is.  All children in HW are exposed 

to a rich and deep curriculum, curriculum went from mile wide and inch deep to deeper coverage of 

fewer subjects. 

 Parent question:  Parents don't know the processes children are employing to do math, can that 

be remedied? 

3-Dr. Brian Terry, P-12 Science Chair, District Science Update   

Visit by Tri-State Consortium took place in May 2013.  Power point was presented to the Board.  Tri-

State Consortium is looking for: 

 1. Authentic and interdisciplinary teaching and learning (deep learning , 4 C's) 

 2. Purposeful assessment and practices (not multiple choice, more than standardized tests) 

 3.  Quantitative and qualitative data (multiple measures to track student progress) 



 4. Rigorous framework for planning, assessment and systemic change (systems thinking) 

Looking for creative and critical thinking.  The shift is that the answer isn't as important as how students 

get to the answer. 

 Tri-State Report: 

 Commendations:  1) Clear vision, 2) communication (website), 3) support (teachers care about 

students) and 4) instruction 

 Recommendations:  1)Assessment (measuring the 4 C's--how do you measure critical thinking, 

what children in each grade should be doing and how do you measure it), 2) Data (more forms of data, 

more performance based assessment [e.g. using a microscope], compare students taking science 8 and 

Earth Science, post-graduate data [How did we serve our students?  Are they becoming engineers or 

doctors?]), 3) Time (learning progressions, regents lab time [Some regents level classes have labs 2 out 

of 6 days and other science classes have labs 3 out of 6 days.]) 

 Next Steps: 

Tri-State Consortium will conduct a follow up visit in 2 years to see if their recommendations have been 

implemented.  Our Committee is meeting to discuss how to move forward.  Science programs that are 

being implemented:  Environmental Center at WMS, STEAM nights at elementary schools and making 

science inquiry based. 

 Parent question:  Was there a range of student work submitted to the Tri-State Consortium? 

Response from Dr. Terry-There was a large amount of student work submitted.  (Tri-State did ask for 

more evidence when didn't see the evidence.  They wanted to speak with Chemistry students who 

weren't on the schedule in order to discuss the lab time discrepancy.)  Response from Dr. Bisso-A broad 

sample of student work was submitted. 

As early as January 2016 the next generation science standards may be adopted in NY. 

4.  Future Meetings: 

Computer literacy as a possible topic. 

Parent question: Addressing question of students who get more time to take tests because of IEP or 504 

at the High School--Are the students allowed to see the whole test and finish the test the following day? 

Issue raised by parent:  Field testing may be made mandatory and it would be an act of insubordination 

to send field tests back unopened.  (Ogden is taking NAEP because tied to federal funds.)  Parents have 

until January 20th to voice comments or objections at NYSEDP12@NYSED.GOV.  Parents can also 

contact legislators about this issue. 


